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TO THE 


INHABITANTS 


Of the reſpective Pariſhes of 


NORTH-REPPS, 
In the County of Worfolk; 


AND OF THE 


| HOLY TRINITY, 


IN THE 
Town of Bungay in Suffolk ; 


This plain Diſcourſe is with all due 


Reſpect and Humility inſcribed, 


By their affeftionate Friend 
and Paſtor, 


T. W. 
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Prov. XXIV. 21. 


My Son, fear thou the Lord, and the 
King, and meddle not with them, that 
are given to change. 


HESE are the Words of a great King 
and a wiſe Man; and plain as they 
are, they contain very uſeful and pious 


Directions, founded upon a deep Senſe and 


large Experience of things; and ought to be 
ſafely depoſited in every loyal and religious 
Breaſt, as ſacred, uncontroverted Rules of Con- 
duct, to be drawn out for Uſe, when any un- 


happy Conjuncture of Events may more par- 


ticularly call for them. 


This is our Caſe at preſent. There is an 
unnatural Rebellion broke out in the Northern 
Parts of this Ifland, headed by the Son of a 
Perſon who pretends a Right to the Crown of 
theſe Realms ; and which, there is no doubt, 
will be ſupported by ſome great foreign Powers, 
in order to overturn the Settlement in the 


preſent Royal Family. The Conſequences of 
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which Rebellion (ſhould God Almighty for the 
Puniſhment of our Sins permit it to proſper,) 
are ſo dreadful ; that although I cannot men- 
tion them without Horror, yet my Duty to 
God, my King, and my Country; nay, my 
Duty towards you, as your particular Paſtor and 
Inſtructer, will not ſuffer me to paſs them over 
in Silence. „ 1 


But the Meaning and Connection of the ſe- 
veral Parts of the Text being firſt explained, 
theſe things will ocour by way of Application. 


Firſt. My Son, faith Solomon, fear the Lord. 
This Expreflion, fear the Lord, or the Fear of 
the Lord, is uſed with ſome Latitude in Scrip- 
ture. Sometimes it denotes the Sum and Sub- 
ſtance of Religion, Deut. x. 12. In another 
Place it as taken more ſtrictly, and ſignifies that 
Part of it, which immediately reſpects the Di- 
'vine Being, and is diſtinguiſhed by the Name 
of the Worſhip of God, Deut. vi. 13. com- 
pared with Matt. iv. 10. Laſtly ; in the ſtricteſt 
Senſe of all, it denotes an awful Reverence and 

Apprehenſion of God upon the Mind; as an 
*omnipotent, juſt, and pure Being. And as this 
Principle is grafted upon the prog Paſſion 
of our Nature, it operates univerſally ; to re- 
claim thoſe, that are bad, and to quicken thoſe, 
Who ate well difpoſed, to begin, and perſevere 
io, a Courſe of Religion. And accordingly it 1s 
faid by this Divine Writer, Prov. i, 7. to be 
the Beginning of Knowledge, Knowledge, 8 
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dom and Religion, being in theſe Proverbial 
Scriptures, Words of nearly the ſame Mean- 


ing. 


Either of theſe Senſes will well ſupport the 
wiſe Man's Command to his Son; and each is 
Matter of Duty and Obligation ; but the. moſt 
proper, I think, is hat which includes the 
whole of Religion; all it's Reaſons, and all it's 
Motives, which Solomon inculcates upon him, 
as the firſt and moſt important thing, it being 
really ſo in itſelf, and the true Root and Foun- 
dation of every particular Virtue. 


By Religion, I mean pure and undefiled Reli- 
gion; not that Form or outward Profeſſion of 
it, which Superſtition at any times teaches and 
enjoins: I mean true Virtue and ſolid Piety, 
founded upon a firm Belief of the Being, Pro- 
vidence, and moral Perfections of God; and 
of our abſolute Dependance upon him, for all 
we enjoy and all we hope; all that can make 
us happy either in this World or the next. 


A full Perſuaſion of theſe important Truths. 
leads directly to that Head-Principle, the Love 
of God; from this every inferior Duty flows, 
and into it may be ultimately refolved. He 
that loveth God will love bis Brother, which is 
the ſecond great Source of Virtue ; becauſe this 
1s doing nothing more than obeying the Will 
of this great Father and Friend of Mankind, 
which is the only genuine Mark of our loving 
* B 2 him. 
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1 1 
him. «This is the love of God, that we keep 
his commandments ; 1 John v. 3. 


Now he that /oveth God, muſt in the Na- 
ture of the thing fear him; ] don't mean that 
wretched State of Mind, which is the common 
Aſſociate of Guilt ; but I mean a filial Fear, a 
Fear, not unlike that of a Son, who loves his 
Father; a Fear of diſobliging him; which, 
ſuperadded to thoſe eternal Reaſons, upon which 
our Love of this greateſt and beſt of Beings 1s 
founded, will form the ſtrongeſt Bond of Obe- 
dience, and keep us uniform and unſhaken in 
the Purſuit of our Duty, if any thing in Nature 
can do it. 


The Connection of theſe things was well 
underſtood by this Royal Preacher ; and ac- 
cordingly he wiſely premiſes this great Principle 
of fearing God, as the ſureſt Foundation of that 
other moſt reaſonable Command, fearing the 
King; that is, reverencing his Perſon, and ſub- 
mitting to his Laws, and making him all poſ- 
ſible Returns of Love and Honour, as a poor 
Recompenſe for that Weight of Cares and 
Vexations, which the Nature of civil Govern- 
ment unavoidably lays upon his ſhoulders. 


And, in Truth, fearing the King, in this Senſe, 


is the genuine Effect of fearing God, by whoſe 


Appointment Kings reign, and whom he has 
proclaimed his Subſtitutes and Vice-gerents to 
rule under him, in the Kingdoms and Nations 
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of Men. And St Paul declares, that whoſo- 
ever reſiſtetb the higher powers, reſiſteth the 


ordinance of God, Rom. xiii, 2. 


With what Limitation this Rule ought to 
be underſtood, as applied to ourſelves, it may 
be convenient to mention afterwards. At 

reſent I obſerve only in general, that the trueſt 
and firmeſt Allegiance to Princes is grafted 
upon Religion, or the Fear of God; becauſe 
this is an univerſal Rule, which operates at all 
times, and reaches every Breaſt, in which there 
are any Remains of Conſcience ; and it Perſons 
under falſe Pretences dare to violate it, they 
muſt one Day anſwer it at their Peril. 
Anſwer it! Where? Or to whom ? To 
the great King of Kings, and at the Judgment- 
Seat of Chriſt. 


This muſt be an Argument of mighty Force; 
I will not ſay with all who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, but with all, I am ſure, who are 
really ſo; and it receives an additional Weight 
from this very Circumſtance, over and above 


that which the Authority of Solomon could. 


give it : For although he was inſpired by God, 
and could not therefore be diſregarded by thoſe, 
who received him under that Character, with- 
out violating Conſcience ; yet the Doctrine of 
a future State, the Eternity and Importance of 


it, was not in that Period ſo clearly brought to 


Light, as it was afterwards in the Goſpel : And 
this gives, I ſay, a great additional Weight ug 
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164 
the Argument of Duty and Allegiance to 
Priaces; ſuch a Weight, as needs nothing more 
than to be laid upon the Mind; it will fink of 
itſelf, and that into the very Centre of your 
B eff. otfts. 16; ED. Fate 


Next to the Command of fearing God, the 
wife Anthor adds, and meddle not with them, 
that are given to change; as a true Comment, 
upon the Text of Allegiance to Princes; as a 


thing, if not duely conſidered, that * lead 
* . to a Violation of it. 


Te may be collected from this Paſſage ; from 
the Hiſtories of Nations in general; from few 
perhaps more, than the Hiſtories of our own, 
and from ſad Experience of the preſent Junc- 
ture; that in all large Bodies or Societies of 
Men, there are always Perſons of reſtleſs, diſ- 
contented, and miſchievous Minds; who are 
never pleaſed with any Adminiſtration of Power, 
however good or well defigned ; and that more 
eſpecially, hen any Rubs and Diſappointments 
happen, as in the Courſe of human things will 
—_ be the Caſe, 


And if 4050 troubleſome and diſſatisfied 

its (as it generally falls out,) live without 
the Awe and Influenee of religious Principles; 
above all, that Principle, which requires Obe- 
dience and Fidelity to Rulers; they are im- 
mediately hatching Schemes of Rebellion in 
their Brains; or if too dull themſelves to do 
5 it, 
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it, are gaping and upon the catch for any ſedi- 


tious Suggeſtions, which the more ingenious 
Sons of Confuſion may throw in their Way: 
And ſhould Opportunity offer, which promiſes 
the leaſt Proſpect of Security or Succeſs; they 
are ready, at the firſt Summons from the 
Trumpet of Rebellion, to involve themſelves 
and their Fellow - Subjects in Plunder and Blood; 
often to the very Ruin and Exciſion of that 
State, whoſe Defects and Male-adminiſtration 
(as the Cry is) they at firſt only pretended to 
redreſs. Solomon therefore, like a wiſe and 
experienced King, cautions his Son againſt Lea- 
ders and Seducers of this ſort: Meddle not 
with them; ſhun them, as you would Perſons 
infected with the Plague; — Their very Breath 
will taint you; tbe poiſon of aſhs is under their 
lips: Their Example and Converſation may 
by Degrees give you too favourable: an Opi- 
nion of them and their Deſigns ; which if it 
does not enſnare you into the ſame Rebellion, 
may poffibly ſo difarm your Abhorrence of it, 
as not to give it the Oppoſition in your Power, 
and which it is your Duty to do. It is pru- 
dent to guard againſt the ſmalleſt and remoteft 
Cauſes of rebellious Sentiments, 

And this illuſtrates the Wiſdom of that Ad- 
vice, which is immediately connected with the 
Commands of fearing God, and the King. — 
) Son, meddle not with them, who are given to 
change. | | R 
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[8] 
Which Advice I ſhall particularly apply to 
the preſent State and Circumſtances of this Na- 
tion. 


„Nen will recollect, chat in the beginning of 
my Diſcourſe, I mentioned a moſt unnatural 
Rebellion broke out in the North; (not to in- 
form you of a Fact, which is notorious to all, 
but to remind you of what Behaviour is be- 
coming upon this Critical Occaſion ; ) a Rebel- 
lion, which may poſſibly riſe to a higher Pitch, 
than ſome may be prone to believe, from the 
Succeſs it has lately met with; and from a 
Confidence of being ſupported by ſome great 
foreign Powers. I call it an unnatural Re- 
bellion, becauſe the preſent Royal Perſon, ſit- 
ting upon the Throne, and ſwaying the Sceptre 
of theſe Realms, has never made, (nor has it 
been ſo much as pretended he ever made, ) the 
leaſt Attempt upon the Liberties of his Sub- 
jects, Civil or Religious; but has left the Laws 
open to their free Courſe; ſo that every Man 
enjoys his Property, and his particular Way of 
worſhipping God, according to his Conſcience, 

(as he has a natural Right to do,) without In- 
a or Moleſtation. 


12 . or the Truth of this Aſſertion I appeal to 
the Conſcience of every Perſon that hears me. 


8 How loog you will enjoy. theſe invaluable 
Bleffings, in caſe the preſent audacious Attempt 


mould continue to go on, and at laſt prove proſ- 
perous, 
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[9] 

perous, is no difficult Matter to gueſs. There 
is the greateſt Reaſon to fear, that you will, if 
not immediately, yet in a little time loſe them 
all; and, which is dreadful to think, the Way 
to the Loſs of them, muſt be through a Sea of 
Blood and Rapine, Not Blood and Rapine 
between Nation and Nation, who are unfor- 
tunately engaged in War with each other ; (and 
who having no particular Ties of: Nature, 


Friendſhip, and civil Intercourſe, may feel a 


Kind of ſavage Joy in theit mutual Miſeries 
and Diſtreſſes, which will ſeem to leſſen them) 
but Blood and Rapine among Members of the 
ſame Body Politick : — A War in our own 
Bowels ; — a Civil War: Which of all earth- 
ly Evils is moſt big with Miſery. Words are 
too feeble to expreſs, or Imagination to con- 


ceive, it's Horrors. | 


I have no Reaſon, indeed, to ſuſpect that 
there are any among you, ſo ignorant of your 
Duty to God, and your King; ſo blind to your 
own Intereſt ; ſo inſenſible of the Advantages 
you enjoy under the preſeat Eſtabliſhment ; 
as that by any Means you will be drawn aſide 
to favour this daring Attempt to overturn it: 
Vet, as it is poſſible, that ſome of you may have 
lighter Notions of this Matter, and of the Con- 
ſequences, that muſt naturally flow from a 
Revolution, in, Favour. of that Perſon, who 
r to the Crown of theſe Realms; 
will go into a Detail of Particulars, that you 
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10 ] 
may ſee, I do not talk at random, in a 
looſe declamatory Way ; but that I proceed 
upon ' ſolid Grounds ' and Reaſons, ſuch as 
muſt fully convince you of the Danger that 
now threatens us; and which, notwithſtand- 
ing the moſt favourable Ap 1 to the 


contrary, may poſſibly ſomething 
worſe than threatening, volef the Mercy 
of God interpoſe in our Behalf ; which it is 
the Duty of us all to pray for. 


And firſt : The Pretender to this Crown, 
(in whoſe Cauſe the preſent rebellious At- 
tempt is made,) has from his Infancy been 
bred up in all the ſuperſtitious and corrupt 
Doctrines of the Romiſh Church; and re- 
ſided for many Years in the prime Seat of 
Papacy ; where theſe Doctrines are inculcated 
with the greateſt Zeal and Rigour. Were 
theſe Doctrines indeed of a mere ſpeculative 
Nature, and extended their Influence no 
farther than his own Breaſt, he was a Per- 
ſon to be pitied, rather than feared. But 
they are Doctrines, many of them, I mean, 
ſo utterly ſubverſive of all true Religion, and 
ſo highly injurious to Civil Liberty; as is 
notorious to. all, even to thoſe, who are but 
meanly verſed in them, that it is impoſſible 
theſe things ſhould ſtand together; and where- 
ſoever theſe Doctrines have obtained a legal 
Eſtabliſhment, they have conſtantly produced 
8 Wu, Government, as they pave the 

ü Way 
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Way directly to it. And is it not Madneſs 
then to think, we could be ſafe in our Civil 
and Religious Rights with ſuch a Prince at 
the Helm ? He wall promiſe, pethaps, upon 
a Proſpe& of Succeſs, that he only deſires 


Liberty of Conſcience for himſelf and Fa- 


mily, and to worſhip God in his own Way; 
and that the People ſhall enjoy their preſent 
Laws and Religion, in as ample and free 
Manner, as they are uſed, and have a Right 
from the Natore of their Conſtitution to do. 
his is but common Policy! [ | 


But r of Artifices of chis Kind; 89 
are popular indeed, but fine drawn, ke the 
Spider's Web: And can entrap none, but 
thoſe, who are eicher very weak, or elſe have 
4 good Inchnation to be deceived. 


a King James (his reputed Far 
ther) made the ſame Promile ; and that too, 
in the moſt ſolemn Manner at the Holy Al 
tar, the Day the Crown was ſet upon his 
Head; nay, renewed this Promiſe ds 


from time to time in the moſt publick Man- 


ner; and yet bow well he performed that 
Promiſe, many now alive can witneſs: That 
is, he broke it in a moſt ſhamele Manner; 
immediately ſet at work all his Tools of 
Power, to deſtroy this excellent Conſtitution 
of ours, both in Church and State. Nor 
m__ the Hazard of his m nor the In- 

«C:ia:: tereſt 
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: tereſt” of bis Family, outweigh thoſe Preju- 
dives, nor "over-rale -thoſe Meaſures; © which 
bis adolterate Religion, land Popith Town 
d CRE" infuſed into him. 2 1 all 


: The ad Cataſtrophe of hieb to | himſelf 
and Family, and the wonderful Interpoſition 
of Providence at that time in behalf of So; 
Barn your all well know. K ba 


0 Should any Body * Pane, to! Lands, * 
an Oath in it's Nature is a ſtrong Band, and 
the moſt ſolemn Tie; and though broke 
through' by the Father, may nevertheleſs 
old . Son; who cannot be ignorant of 
= Rock, upon which he ſplit : It may 
proper, bs to remind you, that the Preju- 
hes of Education are frequently of Weight 
enough, to bear down every other Conſi- 
dejation'z' that it is moreover: the avowed 
Principle //of the Church he? belongs to, 
that n Faith is toi be kept with Hereticks ; 
that is, with any Chriſtians of another Com- 
r! And e . the Pope can 
a Diſpenſation from Obligation of 
2 Oath, (and you may be ſure, would not 
ſuch an Indulgence: to one, to whom 
he has given Rckad) for the Jake of -ſerv- 
ing what they-ridiculouſly. call on er 8:47 
Church. 2. 1 x: ne ene 
FL 7 14 21) . Das 21 mas; 
An Oath thoreſoie:l in this Caſs, — <8 
theſe Circumſtances is a Tie, not to be de- 
| pended 


5 c 9 | tha * "I OE wh 9 
eee ter Meere r ** 


AU HS 


7% n n W 2 F n * e W 
E ects AUD. inte PAABREACHSRCMSA 5,7. 


e 

ended ag —— And what geg 
wer and Example of a King (who has ſo 
much to beſtow) muſt in a little time have 
üpon a People, is too obvious to inſiſt upon. 
Worry: UFO 1 | T9 
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And as our religious Rights would by theſe 
means be_brought into the utmpſt Peril ; or 
rather,” muſt in the natural Tendency of 
Things be ſoon ſwallowed up. So our Civil 
Properties likewiſe, and' our Intereſt as. a 
Nation, muſt be expoſed to the fame Fate, 
and are embarked in the ſame Bottom. | 
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For ſhould this impious Invaſion by the 
avenging Providence of God be ſuffered to 
ſaceeed, I ask, who are it's Inſtraments ? You 
will anſwer, perhaps our own People. God 
forbid we ſhould be ſo far infatuated, as to 
be undone by ourſelves. ' For although many 
have plunged their audacious Hands in this 
black Enterprize ; yet they are chiefly the 
Scutn'of the Land; and J am willing to hope, 
(and from the general loyal Bent of the Na- 
tion have good Ground to hope) that the 
Number will never tife to ſuch a Pitch, as to 
endanger the preſent Settlement. —— The 
Noble, the Rich, the Wiſe; the Confiderate of 
all Ranks, who are truly Proteſtants, will, 
I truſt, unite as in one common Cauſe, on 
which their Alldepends; and bury in Oblivion 
every Party-Prejudice and Diſtinction, which 
keep us at a Diſtance, and weaken our Stren ar 
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Lan 
Such an Union muſt damp the Courage, 
ind defeat the Projects. of the He ſanguine 
among our Enemies, and will effectually keep 
within Bounds the giddy Multitude, who are 
ever prone to change, becauſe they know 
neither the Sin, nor Miſery attending it. 
Whence then ariſe our preſent Fears and 
Apprehenſions? I ſaid we are nd& ſo fooliſh, 
J truſt, as to ruin our ſelves: But there are 
other Cauſes of Fear; and the great Sins and 
Abominations of a People that live amidſt 
the pure Light of the Goſpel not the ſmalleſt 
of them. . 


It was ſuſpected at firſt, and is now paſt 
all doubt, that the two great Powers of 
France and Spain, were at the Bottom of this 
deſperate Invaſion; (and it Was but natural to 
fear it, for Reaſons too obvious to mention) 
and how far God may uſe them, as Scourges 
of his Providence over us, it is impoſſible 
to ſay. "NE 

Thus much. is certain, they are our old 
Enemies, and want no Inclination to diſtreſs 
us; nay they are Foes to Liberty in general, 
and bear an implacable Hatred to this Nation, 
as one of it's greateſt Bulwarks. 


KT dl {3073 54 +. ory 
It is known to all, who are acquainted 


with the Policy of France, that it has been 
2 watching 
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watching every. Opportunity, for theſe laſt 
hundred Years, as it's favourite fixt Point, to 
enſlave all the neighbouring States; and could 
they once put a Yoke upon our Necks, it 


would be a great Step towards accompliſh- 
ing their Deſign. 


With what View do you imagine, they 
kindled the preſent War in Germany? To be 
true to their Allies! No: It was black 
Treachery to the Houſe of Auſtria, which 
the Faith of the Nation was pre-engaged to 
defend: It was to carry on the Scheme of 
unbounded Ambition, upon the Ruins of that 
illuſtrious Houſe. And ſhould they by any 
means be able to effect it, (as we truſt 
through a merciful Providence they will not) 
they would then give Law as they pleaſe, 
to the reſt of the nearer States ; there being 
no Power at Hand, of Weight enough to 
balance and over-rule their iniquitous Pro- 
jects. 


Thus all Europe might be affected; and 
the nearer Parts of it muſt in a little time be 
ſubject to the Will and Humour of this per- 
fidious Kingdom. 


A King then advanced to the Throne of 
theſe Realms, by Means of our moſt inve- 
terate Enemies: To one of whom he is allied 
by Blood in a remoter Degree, to both 5 
Toh crue 
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cruel and bigotted Religion; and to-whom 
he and his Family owe many perſonal Obli- 
gations, will, without doubt, both from In- 
clination and Gratitude, ſteer all his Councils 
to the utmoſt of his Power by the Rudder of 
thoſe States, to whom he owes his Crown; 
and this muſt ſoon make us dependent upon 
them, more particulatly upon France, who 
is our neareſt. and moſt formidable Enemy; 
and inſtead of being, and having been for 
many Ages, a free, great, and glorious People, 
renowned for Arms and Commerce through 
the whole World, and yielding Protection 
to other States, whom this unjuſt Power has 
many times attempted to enflave, we ſhall 
become no more than a Province to it; have 


no more Trade and Navigation, than they 
ſhall be pleaſed to chalk out to us; which 


muſt ſoon; end in the univerſal Beggary and 


Ruin of this great and flouriſhing Nation. 


Theſe things and theſe Conſequences are 
well underſtood by all thoughtful Perſons 
among us. And when our All is at Stake: 
When our Rights and our Liberties, Civil 
and Religious, depend upon the Succeſs or 
Confuſion of this daring Invaſion; how ought 
we to oppoſe it by all prudent Ways and 
Means in our Power, from a Principle of In- 
tereſt to ourſelves, as well as from a Senſe of 
' thoſe Oaths and Obligations, by which many 
of us have bound ourſelves to our 9 0 
1715 | awWitu 
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lawful Sovereign. And who has in Juſtice 


a Right to our firmeſt Fidelity and Allegiance, 
as he has never broke in, nor even been ſuſ- 
pected of a Deſign to break in, upon thoſe im- 
portant Conditions, upon which that Fidelity 
and Allegiance were promiſed, 


F or as the Monarchy of theſe Realms is of 


a limited Kind, the Meaſures of our Obedience 
are ſo too: And whilſt the King keeps within 
the Bounds of his legal Prerogative, and makes 
no Attack upon the Fundamentals of our Con- 
ſtitution, to reſiſt him is rank Rebellion; it 
is refiſting the Ordinance of God : And the 
Scripture pronounces, that they, who thus re- 
fiſt, ſhall receive to themſelves damnation. 
Rom. xin. 2. 4 


This is a Limitation proper to be under- 
ſtood; when we apply the Apoſtle's gene- 
ral Command of Subjection to the higher 
Powers; to ſuch a Form and Conſtitution of 
Government, as ours is, as hinted in the Be- 
ginning of my Diſcourſe : And this is a Point 
which I would have you ſeriouſly conſider. 


I have no Reaſon, I ſaid, to ſuſpect, (and it 


would be Matter of concern to me, ſhould it 


happen in one ſingle Inſtance,) that any among 


you, who have a tolerable Knowledge of things, 
will, under any Pretence whatever, be tempted 
to withdraw your Allegiance from your pre- 
ſent lawful Sovereign ; yet ſhould this impious 
Rebellioa by any Means continue to gain 
ot D | Ground; 
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Ground; or though quelled at preſent, ſhould, 
like Fire, concealed in Aſhes, be blown up in- 
to a ſecond Flame; ſpread far and wide; and 
reach the very Corners of the Land; (which 
God only can foreſee) the Dubiouſneſs of the 
Event may poſſibly ſhake your Reſolutions of 
Loyalty, unleſs they are founded upon the 
ſolid Balis of Religion and Conſcience. 


I am ſenſible, that in all large and mixt 
Communities of Men, there ate ſome thought- 
leſs, others tumultuous; ſome of no Fortunes 
at all, others of ruined or perplexed ones ; 
and theſe having little as they apprehend at 
ſtake, are apt to flatter themſelves, with the 
Proſpect of ſome Advantages, in times of ge- 
neral Confuſion ; what have we to hazard, 
they may ſay, but our Lives ? And thoſe not 
over eaſy and comfortable: What! Have you 
no Souls ? You have, whether you think of 
them or not, or conſider their Worth: And 
theſe you will forfeit to God by your Rebel- 
lion, if there be Truth in the Scriptures. 
Or ſuppoſe ſuch Perſons not tempted to take 
up Arms againſt their /aweful Sovereign; per- 
haps, they will not exert the Means in their 
Power of defending him and their Country, 


in Caſe of Extremity, which 1 is a lower Spe- 
cies of this Crime. 


It is proper, that Perſons of na Education, 
and who cannot fee far into Conſequences, 
ſhould have theſe things fairly laid before them. 
Liberty is the ame. to the Poor, as to the 


Rich 
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Rich or Great, and is enjoyed by all in this 
Nation, without Diſtinction of Perſons in the 

reſent State of Things. But ſhould Rebel- 
Fon once throw us into Confuſion, and the 
Rebellion that now threatens prove victorious 
(which God in his Mercy prevent) it muſt be 
followed with ſuch Circumſtances, as muſt in 
the natural Tendency of things enſlave us. 
And in that Caſe let not the meaneſt Artizan, 
or Daily-Labourer, flatter himſelf, (as he is 
prone to do) that he ſhall fare as well as at 
preſent, | 


The Miſeries of an enſlaved State always 
fall heavieſt upon the loweſt Ranks of Man- 
kind, and it is known to all who are ac- 
quainted with the Condition of thoſe, who 
live under abſolute Governments ; what In- 
dignities and Oppreſſions they undergo, what 
Violences are offered to Human Nature, and 


how impoſſible it is for them to reſiſt or re- 
dreſs them. 


Their Children ſhall be torn from their Em- 
braces, or themſelves from theirs, to ſerve the 
Humour or Ambition of an arbitrary Prince : 


which ſure would ſet particularly heavy upon 
the Spirits of a People, who have taſted, do I 


lay! I mean, who have drank deep of the 
Sweets of Liberty. 


It is indeed with this, as with other inva- 
luable Bleſſings; — with Health; — with 
Peace ; — with the Light, Warmth, and ge- 
' D 2 nial 
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nial Virtue of the Sun ; — they are common, 
and when enjoyed without Interruption, not 
duely attended to: But the Want of them, 


but a little while, ſpeaks their Worth and Im- 
portance. | 


Let us all then, not in Word only, but with 
fingleneſs of heart, as unto the Lord, and not 
unto men, exprels our Deteſtation of that dar- 
ing Rebellion, which is kindled in the Land, 
and ſhould it continue to increaſe and gather 
Strength, whether from the open or ſecret 
Aſſiſtance of any foreign Power, which ma 
render it more and more formidable ; let us 
manifeſt our Fidelity to our King and Coun- 
try, by all Ways and Means in our Power, in 
proportion to our Ranks and Circumſtances 
in the World. 


The Rich ſhould be aiding with their Purſes; 
the Wiſe with their Counſel ; the Brave with 
their Lives, in Caſe of Neceſſity; and all with 
their devout Breathings to God, that he would 
be ſtill favourable to this Land; and although 
he has chaſtized it in Part, yet that he would 
be graciouſly pleaſed to ſtop ſhort his Hand, 
and not make us all drink of the cup of his 
fury; — The dregs of the cup of trembling, 
Ia. li. 17. A 


But will our Prayers and Supplications alone 
avail? No: Theſe of themſelves are too cheap 
a Sacrifice, and will be rejected by God, unleſs 
accompanied with a troubled ſpirit, a broken 
and contrite heart, — And we have few, = 
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L 21 ] 
few Oblations, I am afraid, of this Kind to 
offer him. 


Whether the Nation is ſo far over-run with 


Vice and Prophaneneſs, as many pious Perſons 


are prone to fear, ay poſſibly be a doubt: 
But there can be no Diſpute at all, that it has 
gone great Lengths in both ; and what will be 
the end thereof, without a ſpeedy Amendment, 
the great Diſpoſer of all things only can tell. 


I know but one Way for us to judge, how 
any Nation ſtands with Reſpect to the Favour 
of God; and that is, by computing as near as 
may be the various Degrees of it's Merit and 
Demerit. — If, upon a Review of the ſeveral 
Ranks of Mankind, the Account turns out fa- 
vourable ; there is Room to hope, that God is 
on it's Side, If the contrary ! If, notwith- 


' ſtanding the Fidelity of a few, the Nation in 


general be deeply polluted. If, beſides a viſible 
Decayof Virtue and Piety, private and publick, 
it gives up or maliciouſly diſputes the very 
Principles of both, which ſo far cuts off all 
Hope of Repentance; ſuch a People, to be 
ſure, are in a fair Way of filling up the Mea- 
ſure of their Iniquity. And when that is done, 
God deſcends upon them in his fury like fire, 
and it burneth, that none can quench it. 


Such was frequently the Behaviour of God's 
choſen People, the Jews; ſuch the Conduct of 
his Providence towards them : And by the 
fame equal Rule he deals with every other 


Nation under Heaven, 
This 
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This ſeems to be the true State of the Caſe. 


It amounts to nothing to ſay, that God go- 
verned that People after a particular Model; 
that he inſpired Meſſengers from Time to 
Time to declare to them bis Will in the moſt 
publick Manner ; and tell them beforehand, 
what they muſt expect, if they did not repent 
and tc, and leave Room for Mercy. 


There was, to be ſure, ſomewhat very 
awakening in theſe Notices; but will you in- 
fer therefore, that God is under a Neceſlity 
of giving them to other Nations, who live 
under the Government of his ordinary Provi- 
dence. Cannot God rule the World with 
Silence and Secreſy, as well as in an open and 
familiar Way ? And ſhall we dare to diſpute 
his Providence, becauſe we trace with Diffi- 
culty the Method of it's Proceeding ? 


Whatever Perplexities attend particular 
Events; (and ſeeming ones there muſt be to 
us, who fee fo few links of the great Chain) 
God is, ever was, and will be, the King of all 
the Earth; and as Nations are Beings of a 
temporal Kind, and will abſolutely ceaſe, when 
the Faſhion of this World paſſes away, they 


muſt be judged here or not at all: And when 
ever God proceeds to Judgment, corrects and 


puniſhes them ; it is always with a View, that 
they may learn Righteouſneſs ; that they may 
ſee, and be afraid of that political Juſtice, 
which the great Ruler of the Warld for ever 
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exerciſes, and which is, in Truth, eſſential to 
a Being, who holds in his Hand the mighty 
Balance, in which the Fates of Kingdoms are 
weighed. 


The Uſe and Application of this important 
Truth is left to our own Reaſonings; and I 
with, we may duly conſider it. 


But alas! It is with Nations, as with par- 


ticular Perſons ; Becauſe ſentence againſt an 
evil work 1s not executed ſpeedily ; therefore the 


heart of the ſons of men is fully ſet in them to 
do evil, Eccl. viii. 11. 


What Abuſe of Mercy is this? What falſe 
Reaſoning? — ſooner or later, though different 
things with Regard to men, are the ſame to 
an infinite Being, with whom one day is as a 


thouſand years, and a thouſand years, as one 
day, 2 Pet. iii. 8. | 


Beloved, deceive not yourſelves. The Lord 
is not flack, —(as ſome Men count Slackneſs,) 


but is long-ſuffering to us-ward, not willing, 


that any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 


to repentance, ver. 9. 


You ſee here the Patience of God ; great it 
is, and well for us, that it is ſo, for we have tried 
it ſufficiently : But great as it is, it has it's 
Period: And what aſtoniſhing Blindneſs muſt 
it then be, not to take Warning from his 
milder Chaſtiſements, but to go on, daring 
and deſperate, till our Eyes are opened by ſome 
prodigious Ruin, 21 
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We read, 'tis true, that God would have 
fpated the impure City, could he have found 
but ten righteous Perſons in it: — What pro- 
portion that Number bore to the whole, we 
cannot ſay; but this certainly is a wonderful 
Example 47 * Tenderneſs, and yields us 
ſome Ground of Comfort; for fallen as we are, 
we are yet, I truſt, within this Rule of Mercy. 


" I wand be terrible indeed, if in lo large a 
Community, as this Nation is, there were not 
many ſerious and good Chriſtians ; many in 
fact, though few, I fear, in Proportion : And 
for the ſake of theſe, (who are always the pe- 
culiar Care of Heaven) God may ſpare the reſt, 
Nay, I truſt, there are ſome, now preſent, and 
it muſt be no mean Conſolation to reflect, that 
mould it pleaſe the Almighty to proceed farther 
in his Judgments, we ourſelves have no Handin 
r them down. 


The Mercy of God, abuſed as it has been, 
has yet left in our Hands the Means of our 
Deliverance. We have Ships, Men, Money, 
and Courage; and I hope Honeſty to defend 
ſo glorious a Work, even to the laſt Extremity. 
But then let it be remembered, that theſe are 
bat ſecond Cauſes, and that their Succeſs de- 

nds upon the good Will of Heaven; — Here 

us reſt | — Here fix our Standard | — For 
though the horſe is prepared againſt the day of 
hetths, yet ſafety is of the Lord, Prov. xxi. 31. 
He deliveretb, and  reſeuettry be-naketh war to 
ceaſe, and reftraineth the wrath man. 
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